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LONDON The United Kingdom
voted to end 43 years of Euro-
pean Union membership after a
divisive referendum campaign
that prompted Prime Minister
David Cameron to announce he
would resign. 

The vote sent global markets
crashing Friday over the poten-
tial dismantling of a union de-
signed to ensure peace and
security for a continent ravaged
by two world wars.

The margin of victory was
52 percent to 48 percent. Cam-
eron, who had campaigned to
remain in the 28-member EU,
resigned shortly after the final
result from Thursday’s vote was
announced.

The outcome means that the
U.K. will spend up to two years
launching a process to renegoti-
ate its trade, business and polit-
ical links with the bloc. It is an
unprecedented separation that
could take far longer to
complete.

“The dawn is breaking on an
independent United Kingdom,”
said Nigel Farage, leader of the
U.K. Independence Party. “Let
June 23 go down in our history

as our independence day.”
Farage’s party opposes the

wave of migrants pouring into
Europe from the Middle East
and North Africa, a crisis that
became a major reason cited by
those favoring an exit from the
EU, which sets immigration
policy for member nations.

Cameron, leader of the ruling
Conservative Party, said he will
go by October after a period of
transition to calm anxieties.

“I will do everything I can as
prime minister to steady the
ship over the coming weeks and
months,” he said, “but I do not
think it would be right for me to
try to be the captain that steers
the country to its next
destination.”

The British pound fell 11 per-

cent to a 31-year low on the re-
sult, and Dow futures
plummeted more than 600
points. Britain’s main stock in-
dex, the FTSE 100, nosedived
8.7 percent to 5,790.

The Bank of England — the
U.K.’s central bank — said it was
monitoring developments
closely and “has undertaken ex-
tensive contingency planning.”

Donald Tusk, president of
the European Council, which is
made up of leaders of EU mem-
ber nations, said “we wanted a
different outcome of yester-
day’s referendum. I am fully
aware of how serious, or even
dramatic, this moment is politi-
cally.” 

James Sloam, co-director of
the Center for European Poli-

tics at Royal Holloway, Univer-
sity of London, said the U.K.
would be “in limbo” until a new
leader is chosen.

Boris Johnson, the former
mayor of London, is seen as a
possible successor to Cameron.

President Barack Obama of-
fered words of calm, saying the
vote would disrupt neither the
bonds between the U.S. and the
U.K. nor American support for
the European alliance. 

The four-month campaign
was acrimonious. Exit backers
argued that severing ties with
the EU is the only way to re-
duce a flood of migrants and
protect the U.K.’s independ-
ence. The “remain” camp said
leaving the EU would hurt the
economy and national security.

Great Britain’s vote to leave EU
rocks government, stock markets
Cameron resigns 
as UK embarks on
unprecedented split
from European bloc 

Jane Onyanga-Omara 
and Kim Hjelmgaard
USA TODAY

US STOCKS PLUNGE
AFTER UK VOTE
The U.S. stock market suffered

its worst drop in 10 months

Friday in shock over the deci-

sion by United Kingdom voters

to leave the European Union.

The Dow Jones industrial aver-

age tumbled 611.22 points, or

3.4 percent, to close at 17,399.86.

The Standard & Poor’s 500 fell

3.6 percent. The losses dropped

both stock measures back into

negative territory for 2016. The

Nasdaq composite, which al-

ready had been in the red for

the year, fell 4.1 percent.

The drop erased roughly

$800 billion in U.S. market val-

ue, as measured by the Wilshire

5000 index.
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Prime Minister David Cameron resigns Friday on the steps
of 10 Downing Street in London after British voters opted
to leave the European Union.

vLake Isabella, Calif.: 2 die
in fast-moving wildfire 

A wildfire roared through the bone-
dry mountains of central California and
gave residents little time to flee as it
burned dozens of homes to the ground
and killed two people, authorities said
Friday.

The wind-driven blaze destroyed at
least 80 houses in the southern Sierra
Nevada and scorched more than 29
square miles. Two bodies were found in
Lake Isabella, a popular recreation area
east of Bakersfield, said Phil Neufeld, a
spokesman for Kern County Fire
Department.

vWashington: Speaker
proposes simpler tax code 

House Republicans led by Speaker
Paul Ryan unveiled a plan for a simpler
tax code, the sixth and last installment of
a GOP agenda designed to be a policy
counterpoint to the personality-driven
campaign of Donald Trump.

Ryan and other Republicans an-
nounced the plan at a news conference
Friday morning. 

The proposal would lower tax rates for
families and businesses, although it falls
short of the 25 percent top rate for indi-
viduals that Ryan promised not long ago.

vNorth Korea: Regime: US
can expect more nuke tests 

The top North Korean official for U.S.
relations said Friday that his country is a
nuclear threat to be reckoned with, and
Washington can expect more nuclear
tests and missile launches like the ones
earlier this week as long as it attempts to
force his government’s collapse.

“It’s the United States that caused this
issue,” the official, Han Song Ryol, said in
an interview with The Associated Press.

Nation & World
Watch
From Gannett and wire reports

Sinead O’Connor denied rumors
Friday that she was ready to
jump off a bridge in Chicago.
Instead, the Irish-born singer was
thrilled about the British vote to
exit the European Union, which
she imagined will lead to the
reunification of Ireland. 
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INDEX CLOSE CHANGE
Dow Jones Industrial 17,400 y 611.21
Nasdaq composite 4707.98 y 202.06
Standard & Poor’s 500 2037.41 y 75.91
Treas. note, 10-year yield 1.56% y 0.19
Oil, lt. sweet crude, barrel $47.64 y 2.47
Euro (dollars per euro) $1.1121 y 0.023
Yen per dollar 102.24 y 3.54
SOURCES USA TODAY RESEARCH, MARKETWATCH.COM
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tor Cindy Robertson said. 
The new building will improve conditions for the

nurses on staff, who work there 24/7 and sleep in the
back, as well as improve overall conditions for camp-
ers and staff, she said. 

“A new health center will help registration function
more efficiently,” Robertson said. “There will be an
isolation room and a small kitchen.” 

It will also be ADA friendly and provide a central
storage area for records.

All of the buildings have been redone, except for the
health center, Tighe said. 

The goal is to knock the building down in October
and have it ready for next spring, he said. 

The camp

Situated off bustling Routes 1 and 27 on 13 acres in
the wooded setting of Roosevelt Park, the nonprofit
Kiddie Keep Well Camp, founded in 1924, is an oasis
away from home for Middlesex County youngsters
who would not otherwise be able to attend a summer
camp.

Each summer, the camp accepts about 680 children,
ages 7 to 15, from a pool of about 1,000 applicants.

The camp receives referrals from various sources,
including school nurses, guidance counselors, princi-
pals and the New Jersey Department of Youth and
Family Services. 

Accredited by the American Camp Association and
licensed by the state Department of Health, the camp
includes nine cabins, two pools, an administrative
building, a learning center, a library and health center.

The camp offers four 11-day sessions at no cost to
the families. Each child receives a free physical and
dental screening, as well as dental care if needed.
Campers also receive three nutritious meals a day and
healthy snacks. 

Campers participate in such fun activities as swim-
ming, arts and crafts, music, dance and drama, as well
as a health and nutrition class, a literacy program and
fitness. There’s also a campfire with singing and
s’mores.

“This year, we are bringing in karate and yoga,”
Robertson said.

The Middlesex County Sheriff’s Office presents les-
sons on bullying and cyberbullying, and once a year,
U.S. Marines with the Toys for Tots program host a bar-
becue for the campers.

Robertson, who took over as executive director 12
years ago, said the camp “is going through a lot of phys-
ical changes and has grown tremendously.”

The camp has gone from 125 campers per session to
165 per session, she said, adding that it’s not unusual to
take in an additional child during a crisis situation. 

In addition, a counselor-in-training program has
been added, grooming campers for counselor posi-
tions. 

Robertson noticed there was a gap when kids aged
out at 13. She looked for a way to keep them engaged so
they can become part of the camp’s future staff.

With funding from the Woodbridge Community De-
velopment Block Grant Program and Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation, the program was initiated. 

“This year, we have 22 staff members who were pre-
vious campers,” she said.

The counselors

Crystal Owens, 19, of Carteret, is a former camper
who has been a counselor since 2012. 

“I’ve been going here since I was 6,” she said. “My
first year here I was really bad and really didn’t want to
be here.” 

She said at one point she was being sent home be-
cause she kept crying. Her mom said she would pick
her up in two days.

Her mother arrived on the third day to bring her
home, but by then, Owens was crying because she
didn’t want to leave.

“I loved it,” she said. “It feels like home to me. It be-
came part of my life. I told Cindy when the camp is old
and like nobody wants it, I’m going to buy it. I want to
keep this camp going because I love it so much.”

Owens said her career goal is become a pediatrician.
“The camp helped me find my way and what I want

to do and what career I want to be in,” she said.
For Carmel Coleman, 16, of Metuchen, who is serv-

ing her first year as a junior counselor, the camp helped
her through some difficult times.

When Coleman’s mom was diagnosed with stage 4
breast cancer, she was signed up for the four-session
gateway program. 

“They treated me like family,” Coleman said. “They
helped me get through some struggling times.” 

Robert Cody, 18, of New Brunswick, returned to the
camp this year as a counselor. Cody, who has secured a
dream job in fashion at Vogue in Los Angeles, took time
off from his job to come back to the camp. 

“I told Vogue that during the summers, I’m part of
this really awesome camp back in New Jersey where I
am from and this place has been my family ever since,”
he said. “I can’t be away from here. Being here and be-
ing around people who want to do amazing things and
give back to the community has really helped me just
come to terms with who I am, what I want to be when
I’m older or what I’m striving to be now.”

Cody hopes to someday open a nonprofit design
school for children, an idea he got from working at the
camp, he said. Camp officials said they have support
from county municipalities, the Middlesex County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation. The camp also receives help from
local Girl Scout and Boy Scout groups. 

Kiddie Keep Well Camp also provides a respite for
Middlesex County senior citizens.

Donations earmarked for the new health center may
be sent to Kiddie Keep Well Camp Building Foundation,
35 Roosevelt Drive, Edison, NJ 08837-2333. Checks
should be made payable to KKWC Building Fund. 

Additional information is available at www.kiddie-
keepwell.org, calling 732-548-6542 or emailing in-
fo@kiddiekeepwell.org. 

Staff Writer Susan Loyer: 732-565-7243; sloyer@gan-
nettnj.com
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Tom Tighe (left), president of the Camp Kiddie Keep Well
Board of Directors, reviews paperwork with Ronald Goldfarb,
board secretary, in the current Health Center. The board is
spearheading a drive to replace that building.

cer Patrik Kudlak were seriously injured in the
crash.

Abad is awaiting test results to determine if he
was unknowingly drugged at the Staten Island strip
club he visited with the three other men before the
crash.

Last fall, Abad, a six-year police veteran, pleaded
not guilty to a multi-count indictment charging him
the alcohol-fueled, wrong-way crash with a truck on
the West Shore Expressway. Aggravated vehicular
homicide is the most serious charge he is facing. If
convicted on all counts, Abad is looking at up to 25
years in prison.

Prior to the 2015 crash, Abad, who has been sus-
pended from the force, had two arrests for driving
under the influence since becoming a police officer
in 2008. Both occurred in neighboring towns — in
2011 in Roselle and in 2013 in Rahway.

The department’s handling of Abad’s discipline
and employment following the previous driving un-
der the influence arrests resulted in the county pros-
ecutor’s office in January assuming oversight of the
Linden Police Department’s internal affairs func-
tions.

Last month, Linden Sgt. William F. Turbett III, 30,
of Sayreville, the son of a Linden police captain,
pleaded guilty to distributing marijuana in Middle-
sex County. As part of the plea he has forfeited his job
and any future public employment in New Jersey.

Turbett faces probation to 18 months in state pris-
on when he is sentenced on July 22.

As mayor and head of the police department,
Armstead, a former longtime councilman, said he’s
charged with ensuring the police department pro-
vides the best services to residents. He said due to
the conduct of some officers, the decision to create
the police director position is necessary.

“This is not a criticism of the hard working men
and women of our police department, but rather it’s
about making sure our police department operates in
the most efficient manner” Armstead said in a state-
ment.

City Attorney Daniel Antonelli said the position
police chief would remain. James M. Schulhafer has
served as Linden’s police chief since April 2013.

“By reinstating the position of deputy chief, it is
my hope to restructure our police department by re-
ducing the number of superior officers through attri-
tion, which will allow more patrol officers on the
street, without incurring additional expenses to our
taxpayers,” Armstead said.

Staff Writer Suzanne Russell: 732-565-7335; srus-
sell@mycentraljersey.com
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